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AGENDA
▣ PBLL
▣ Who are our students? Bridge Program (SPAN 3118)
▣ Students becoming filmmakers: Scaffolding  
▣ Learning the language in context
▣ Students incorporating contemporary issues in their 

short films
▣ Authentic materials. Meaningful engagement
▣ Park City: Festival de Cine



QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
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https://tinyurl.com/dlishortfilms



Bridge SPAN 3118
Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues

Students who passed AP and take University Upper 
Division classes in the high school setting. 



PBLL: PROJECT BASED LANGUAGE LEARNING

PBLL is a teaching method in which 
students gain knowledge and skills by 
working for an extended period of time to 
investigate and respond to an authentic, 
engaging, and complex question, 
problem, or challenge.

GOLD STANDARD PBL

Source: Buck Institute for Education, at bie.org
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Scaffolding: 
Introducing technical 

vocabulary and 
analyzing short films

Exposing students to a 
variety of short films. 

Students become 
movie critics

Writing final script.
Filming and editing. 

Creating first short 
films. No dialogues.

Storyboard, 
screenwriting and 

finishing a 
technical-screenplay 

script

Final Public Product: 
Film festival

ROADMAP



SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers

Introduction to angles 
and shots
Students were 
introduced to the basic 
filming vocabulary of 
angles and shots in the 
target language. 

Nearpod

https://vimeo.com/96813998
https://vimeo.com/96813998


Rule of Thirds
Students learnt about this rule 
through several examples.
Practiced how to apply it. 

SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers
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Importance of sound
Students heard the different 
sounds in a sequence to then 
describe what they thought it 
happened.

They realized how important 
sounds are in filmmaking. 

SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers

9 sentence story
Ready to begin with their first 
short following the 3 Acts, 9 
sentences structure (groups).

Historia de una caja

PBLL: Student voice and choice



Collaboration in the writing, filming & editing of the story 
(all in the target language)
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Students becoming filmmakers

Short in 18 seconds ▣ Individual work
▣ Introduction to 

contemporary issues
▣ Still no dialogue
▣ Authenticity
▣ Engagement 

PBLL: Authenticity

https://vimeo.com/238460429
https://vimeo.com/238460429
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues

Batman and the refugees
(Fantasy to escape reality)

PBLL: Sustained Inquiry

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c_pR_XcTuvcKQC2djAdJslt3LJOKzkK8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Up_dSbrCVtQDbjUEFJitz7p0Oje_1nYQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Up_dSbrCVtQDbjUEFJitz7p0Oje_1nYQ/view?usp=sharing


SPAN 3118: Literature and Film
Becoming movie critics (1)

https://vimeo.com/2225478
https://vimeo.com/2225478
https://vimeo.com/2225478
https://vimeo.com/2225478


SPAN 3118: Literature and Film
Becoming movie critics (2)

https://vimeo.com/18828903
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Guión gráfico (Storyboard)

Six word script “Drogas 
quitan tus 
opciones 
de vida”



SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Guión técnico y literario (Screenwriting)

Using authentic sources

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JlH3KQO_66n-DXjGfdEJBYSKD4xQQSJo/view?usp=sharing


SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Finishing a technical screenplay-script

Students work in groups finishing a 
technical script, film the 4 scenes, 
memorize the dialogues and 
practice shoots, angles, 
localization...
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SPAN 3118: Literature and Film: Contemporary Issues
Writing the final screenplay



“

Example of final scripts from Bridge students



1 3 5

6
42

Scaffolding: 
Introducing technical 

vocabulary and 
analyzing short films

Exposing students to a 
variety of short films. 

Students become 
movie critics

Writing final script.
Filming and editing. 

Creating first short 
films. No dialogues.

Storyboard, 
screenwriting and 

finishing a 
technical-screenplay 

script

Final Public Product: 
Film festival

ROADMAP



Festival de cine
Final project: Short film about contemporary issues

PBLL: Final Public Product



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (Contest judges)

Ana Sanz Llorens
Professional photographer 
Representative of the  Spanish 
Ministry of Education in Utah.  

Craig Bergeson
Spanish Professor 
Weber State University

Jill landes-Lee
Director of the Bridge Program

PBLL: Authenticity



Short films



AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCES



BONUS: FLECHAZOS y SINTONÍA

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_xldyMtCooEJQnAPj2EGdnSmjjfDRbyQ/view?usp=sharing
https://vimeo.com/2225478


Ingrid Campos: icamposmontero@dsdmail.net
Chantal Esquivias: cesquivias@graniteschools.org

Juan Carlos Fernández: juancarlos.fernandez@utah.edu
Mike Kraniski: mckraniski1@graniteschools.org

Presentation template from slidescarnival

QR Code for this presentation

QR Code for the activities packet   

Some materials/activities  are adapted from Utah Film 
Center


